
The Devil in His Best 
Dress-Suit 

 

2 Corinthians 11:13-15 
 



1 Timothy 4:1  

Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter times 
some will depart from the faith, giving heed to 

deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons 

2 Timothy 3:5 having a form of godliness but 
denying its power. And from such people turn 

away!  

What is the Devil doing when he is in 
his best dress-suit?  



I. He is Trying to Complicate the Gospel 

A. The wonderful simple Gospel message. 

- 1 Corinthians 15:3-4, For I delivered to you 
first of all that which I also received: that 
Christ died for our sins according to the 
Scriptures, 4and that He was buried, and that 
He rose again the third day according to the 
Scriptures.  

- Romans 1:16  for it is the power of God to 
salvation for everyone who believes. 



I. He is Trying to Complicate the Gospel       
B. We are saved by grace through faith alone. 
- John 3:16; V. 18 He who believes in Him is not 

condemned; but he who does not believe is 
condemned already, because he has not 
believed in the name of the only begotten Son 
of God.;  

 V. 36 He who believes in the Son has everlasting 
life; and he who does not believe the Son shall 
not see life, but the wrath of God abides on 
him.”;  

 Ch.5:24 “Most assuredly, I say to you, he who 
hears My word and believes in Him who sent 
Me has everlasting life, and shall not come into 
judgment, but has passed from death into life.;  

- Romans 4:24-25; 5:1; 10:9-10; Eph. 2:8-10.   



I. He is Trying to Complicate the Gospel             

C. False teachers add works or the keeping of 
the law to grace which in truth cancels out 
grace. 

 

 - Romans 11:6 and if by grace, then it is no 
longer of works; otherwise grace is no longer 
grace. But if it is of works, it is no longer grace; 
otherwise work is no longer work. 



Galatians 3:1-3  

O foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you that 
you should not obey the truth, before whose eyes 
Jesus Christ was clearly portrayed among you as 
crucified? 2This only I want to learn from you: Did 
you receive the Spirit by the works of the law, or 

by the hearing of faith? 3Are you so foolish? 
Having begun in the Spirit, are you now being 

made perfect by the flesh?  

- Galatians 2:21 I do not set aside the grace of God; 
for if righteousness comes through the law, then 

Christ died in vain.” 



I. He is Trying to Complicate the Gospel          

D. The Devil’s arguments sound so convincing.  

E. Satan Adds to the Gospel or takes away from 
it.  

F. Hold to the simplicity that is in the Gospel of 
Christ  

- 2 Cor. 11:3, But I fear, lest somehow, as the 
serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, so your 

minds may be corrupted from the simplicity 
that is in Christ.  



II. Satan Is Contradicting the Message of 
the Cross  

A. The devil hates the message of the cross.  
(v.14)    

B. Satan temporarily deceived Peter about the 
cross. 

- Matt. 16:22, “Be it far from you Lord,”  
 “Get behind me, Satan” (v.23) 
C. There are only two religions in the world 

today. 
D. Rejecting the cross message appeals to 

some.  



III. Satan is Causing Controversy Among 
Christians  

A.  Satan’s workers appear to be righteous in 
many churches.  



James 3:12-16 

Can a fig tree, my brethren, bear olives, or a 
grapevine bear figs? Thus no spring yields both salt 
water and fresh.  
13Who is wise and understanding among you? Let 
him show by good conduct that his works are done 
in the meekness of wisdom.  
14But if you have bitter envy and self-seeking in 
your hearts, do not boast and lie against the truth.  
15This wisdom does not descend from above, but is 
earthly, sensual, demonic.  
16For where envy and self-seeking exist, confusion 
and every evil thing are there. 



III. Satan is Causing Controversy Among 
Christians                                                              

B. The devil tries to divide and conquer in the 
church.  

C. Troublemakers often appear to be super 
spiritual people.   

D. When Christians forgive one another the 
Devil is defeated.  



James 3:17-18  

But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, 
then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of 
mercy and good fruits, without partiality and 

without hypocrisy.  
18Now the fruit of righteousness is sown in 

peace by those who make peace. 



John 16:33   

These things I have spoken to you, that in Me 
you may have peace. In the world you will have 

tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have 
overcome the world.” 



 1 John 3:8    

He who sins is of the devil, for the devil has 
sinned from the beginning. For this purpose the 

Son of God was manifested, that He might 
destroy the works of the devil. 


